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TEXT:  Hebrews 10:5-12 
THEME:  Jesus Is Our Self-Sacrificing High Priest 
 
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:  "Sacrifice and offering 
you did not desire, but a body you prepared for me; with burnt offerings and 
sin offerings you were not pleased.  Then I said, 'Here I am—it is written about 
me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, O God.'"   
 First he said, "Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them" (although the law 
required them to be made).  Then he said, "Here I am, I have come to do your 
will."  He sets aside the first to establish the second.  And by that will, we have 
been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; 
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins.  But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God.                            NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow-Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb: 
 
“Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”  That’s what Isaac asked his father, 
Abraham, as the two of them headed for Mt. Moriah to offer a sacrifice to the Lord.  
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac observed, “but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?”  With unwavering faith, Abraham assured his son, “God himself 
will provide the lamb.”  And so it was; the Lord did indeed provide a ram that was 
offered to God in Isaac’s place (Ge 22).  Isaac’s question was asked and answered 
2,000 years before the writer of Hebrews penned his inspired word of 
encouragement to a group of wavering Jewish believers, but the writer knew it would 
still be on the minds of his readers.  For 1,500 years the worship of Israel had 
revolved around the sacrifices that were offered at the altar of burnt offering, first in 
front of the tabernacle, and later in front of the temple.  The author has gone to great 
lengths to convince his Jewish readers that, in Jesus, they have something better 
than anything Judaism has to offer.  In Jesus they had a better High Priest—a Great 
High Priest, a perfect and compassionate High Priest who could sympathize with 
them in their weakness.  But where was the lamb for the offering?  If Jesus were 
truly the Great High Priest, he needed something to offer to God to atone for sin.  
Where was the lamb?  That is the message of our text.  We see Jesus as our Great 
High Priest—great because HE IS A SELF-SACRIFICING HIGH PRIEST. 
 
The first readers of the Book of Hebrews were much more familiar with the ritual 
involved with the blood sacrifices of the Old Testament than we.  For years, they 
had watched as the priests offered nearly 1,200 animals per year for the sins of the 
people they represented.  The Old Testament priests were distinct from the 
sacrifices they offered—they did not offer themselves.  But Jesus the Great High 
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Priest is different.  Jesus is, in the words of a hymn writer, “Himself the victim and 
himself the priest” (CW 309:1).  Lowing cattle, bleating sheep, and cooing doves 
could not redeem the souls of sinners from the torments of hell.  Could Jesus?  Was 
his an acceptable sacrifice?  On the cross, Christ declared that he had carried to 
completion the work of redemption he came to do when he cried out, “It is 
finished” (Jn 19:30).  The empty tomb in Joseph’s garden on the third day is God’s 
declaration that Jesus’ redeeming work was indeed finished.  As the writer of 
Hebrews says, “We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.”  Christ came to do his Father’s will and completed that 
work.  He paid for the sins of the world with his once-for-all sacrifice and won peace 
for us with God. 
 
When Jesus bowed his head and died, his redeeming work was done—he could 
look from the beginning of the world to its end and see not one sinner left to be 
saved, not one sin left to be paid for.  By his resurrection and exaltation to the right 
hand of the Father, God has assured all people that his Jesus was both Lord and 
Christ—God’s Son and the world’s Savior—and his work was finished completely.  
Christ’s self-sacrifice was accepted by God as full payment for the sins of the world. 
 
It is good to keep the fact of our Lord’s accepted sacrifice before our eyes.  Judas 
was not the last sinner to find that sin often sleeps but then wakes up to terrify and 
torment.  His sins seemed small—a little greed, a little helping himself to a few coins 
from the treasury.  Sin slept.  Even when he conspired with Jesus’ enemies for a few 
more coins, sin slept.  But when he saw Jesus condemned to death, his sin awoke 
with a vengeance.  The chief priests of the Jews had no consolation to offer—
“That’s your responsibility,” they said.  But our Great High Priest did have 
consolation to offer—even to Judas.  Judas himself confessed Jesus to be an 
acceptable sacrifice—“I have betrayed innocent blood” (Mt 27:4), he said.  
Tragically, he refused to believe that Jesus’ sacrifice was the sacrifice accepted by 
God to pay for sin and cleanse the conscience from guilt.  May God keep us from 
the “little sins,”—the little greed, the little theft, the little lust, the little hatred.  But 
should we fall into those sins and they wake up to haunt and torment us, may God 
open our eyes to see and believe what Judas rejected:  Jesus our Great High Priest 
offered himself for the sins of the world, and his sacrifice was accepted by God!  He 
sat down at the right hand of God—no further price is demanded, no more sacrifice 
required.  Forgiveness is purchased and salvation is free.  Believe.  Rejoice.  Live at 
peace here through Jesus until you live with him in his perfect peace forever. 
 
Yes, Jesus is our Great High Priest who offers the greatest sacrifice—himself.  He is 
himself the victim and himself our priest.  May we by faith lay our hands on the 
faultless Lamb and believe Christ has paid for our sins with his precious blood 
forever.  Amen. 
 


